
Objectives
Students	will:
• listen	to	and	comprehend	the	main	points	of	a	formal	talk
• use	reading	strategies	to	read	and	identify	key	

information	in	English	texts
• further	their	understanding	of,	and	ability	to	think	

critically	about,	issues	related	to	culture	and	education
• express	their	ideas	clearly	and	participate	actively	in	a	

discussion	in	English
• develop	their	presentation	skills	and	deliver	effective	

presentations	in	English
• develop	academic	writing	skills	and	be	able	to	write	a	

short	research	report	in	English
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Material	Development
This	section	introduces	textbook	samples	focusing	on	the	two	projects	implemented	
in	the	second	quarter	of	the	course.	Each	project	included	a	written	and	spoken	
component	and	required	students	to	work	individually	and	cooperatively.	

Part #3: Explain Japanese culture
Instructions: Look at the images below. In pairs, take turns using English to explain the 
items or traditions represented by the pictures. Don’t say “Japanese”, “traditional”, or any romaji 
words.

Image 1 Image 2

Image 4

Image 3

Image 7

Image 6Image 5

Image 8
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Part #1: Video Project Overview 
Instructions:  Read the information below.   The focus of the video project presentation is on 
Japanese culture.  You will work with a partner on this 
assignment. Here are the steps:

Step #1:  Brainstorm ideas
Share ideas with your classmates.  Ask and answer 
questions.  This helps the teams refine their ideas.

Step #2:  Select a topic
Each team will select a different topic.  

Step #3:  Research 
Learn more about your topic.  Remember your team 
must teach the class about an area of Japanese culture.  
Assume your classmates don’t know anything about the 
topic.

Step #4:  Scripting 
You will write a short script that will become the audio section of your video.  Your peers and 
teacher will examine the script and provide feedback. 

Step #5:  Storyboarding
A comic strip format will help your team organize how the words from the script will match up 
with the images you will use.

Step #6:  Mobile-video recording
You videotape footage for your video.

Step #7:  Editing 
You use a software (i.e., iMovie) to add transitions, titles, photos, music, and credits.   

Step #8:  Sharing session
You will present and discuss your work.  Your classmates will watch your video and ask 
questions.  

Step #9:  Evaluation
You will do a self-evaluation and your instructor will evaluate your project using the rubric on the 
next page.  

Part #2: Brainstorm Ideas 
Instructions:  Our class will brainstorm different presentation topics on the board.  
Afterwards, you will select a topic and confirm it with your instructor.  Work with your partner.  
Add three ideas to the list and write them on the board. 

3 Video Project
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Part #2: Video & Discussion
Instructions:  Watch the short videos below and discuss the questions. 

Video 1

Source: Stagedfaces (2015) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=eR9HUMJKSwE

Video 2

Source: Online quad? (2016) -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CGjh8I-kYCw

Video 3

Source: 김다빈 (2015) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAEQU0zhBTQ
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Part #2: Discussion
A.   When did you start learning English? What did you do? Did you enjoy it?

B.   Do you think compulsory English education is a good idea?

C.   When do you think students should start learning English?

Part #3: Reading
Instructions:  Read the news article below and answer the questions.

English skills of Japanese students fail to meet government targets
All four English skills — reading, listening, writing and speaking — of junior high and high 
school students in Japan have failed to meet the government’s targets.  Data released by the 
education ministry Tuesday showed that starting English lessons in elementary schools and 
classes taught in English has not produced major results so far.

The figures come from a survey conducted last June and July on around 90,000 students at 
about 500 public high schools and some 60,000 students in 600 public junior high schools. 
The participants were chosen at random. The survey was conducted for the first time on 
students in their final year of junior high and the second time on students in their final year of 
high school. Under the basic educational promotion plan, half of junior high school students 
across Japan are expected to have English proficiency equivalent to Grade 3 by fiscal 2017 in 
the popular Eiken English proficiency test when they graduate. Similarly, half of high school 
students are supposed to have English proficiency equivalent to Grade 2 or Grade Pre-2 in 
the Eiken test by the time of graduation.

However, the proportion of students in their final year of junior high school who reached the 
targets was 26.1 percent for reading, 20.2 percent for listening, 43.2 percent for writing and 
32.6 percent for speaking. In the writing category, 12.6 percent got a score of zero. According 
to the survey, 56.1 percent of the junior high school students said they like English. The 
students in their final year of junior high are the first generation in the country that received 
English classes when they were in elementary school. The hours of English classes and the 
number of English words taught in junior high school were also increased for them.

A ministry official said some teachers and experts noted that junior high school students are 
more willing to speak English. Some 10 to 30 percent of high school seniors passed the 
targets. The proportion of those who surpassed the goals increased some 7 percentage 
points from the previous year for reading and writing and advanced some 5 points for 
listening. The rate for speaking skills was unchanged. The ratio of students who got no points 
for writing fell to 18 percent from 30 percent. These high school students are the first 
generation to receive English education under the ministry’s new curriculum guidelines, which 

include the introduction of classes taught wholly in English. A ministry official said their 
improvements came from the change of the English class system, but the scores were low 
and it can’t be said the change is achieving the desired results.
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Part #1: Panel Discussion 
Instructions:  Read the information below.  

What is a panel discussion? 
A panel discussion is a public exchange of ideas.  It gives the speakers and audience a chance 
to discuss a particular topic.  Panel discussions are used to examine politics, community issues, 
and academic topics.

Why does a panel 
discussion need a 

moderator? 
The moderator’s main purpose 
is to keep the speakers focused 
on their topic.  If a panelist 
(speaker) goes off topic or runs 
out of things to say, the 
moderator will redirect the 
speaker and help to keep the 
conversation going. 

Audience participation 
When the speakers are finished, the audience will ask the panel a few questions.  The panelists 
should anticipate the questions that they might be asked and be prepared to answer them. 

Part #2: Panel Discussion Project Steps 
Instructions:  Read each of the steps carefully.  

Step #1 - Create a panel  
You worked with two or three of your classmates on the research report assignment (Note: 
writing task #4).  The panel discussion will be based on this report.

Step #2 - Complete your report 
Your report must be finished BEFORE the panel discussion. 

Step #3 - Prepare an abstract 
Your must write an abstract for your report.  The abstract must be under 200 words.  You will be 
responsible for providing another panel with your abstract.  Therefore, you will need to bring 6 
copies of your abstract to the panel discussion.

4 Panel Discussion
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Step 6. Writing 
Use information that you found in your research, but do not plagiarise. Only pick out information 
that is useful to your report, and make sure you summarise information in your own words.

Step 7. Editing 
First check the content of your report. Is everything from the outline there? Is the order logical? 
Is your main message clear? Check the language. Read your paper aloud to see how it sounds, 
and use spell check tools to check the spelling.

Step 8. Final copy 
Make sure your final research report follows the correct format (font, spacing, margins etc.). 
Write the final word count (not including references) at the bottom of the report.

Part #3: Issues in Education Research Report
Instructions: Work in a group (3-4 students) to research one of the topics below and write a 
research report. Follow the step-by-step guide above.

Topics:
A. bullying in schools
B. university entrance exams
C. censorship in education 
D. student attendance problems
E. compulsory language educations in schools
F. your idea (talk with your instructor)

Include:
● an abstract (a short summary of your whole report, 150-200 words)
● an introduction (thesis, purpose, background information, main points)
● a body with your main points and supporting evidence
● a conclusion (summarize the main points of your report and show how they prove your 

thesis)
● references

Your group report should be 1000-1200 words long. Use APA6 format for your report and 
references. Save your report with a name that includes the course, task number, and country 
for your group (ex. AEA2WT3India.doc) and email it [or submit it] to your teacher before the 
deadline.

Your teachers will consider the following in grading your writing:
● contents (informative yet concise)
● language accuracy (grammar, spelling)
● structure (abstract, introduction, body, conclusion, references)
● format (APA 6)

Your report must be submitted by: ________________________
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Step #4 - Read another panel’s 

abstract 
Your team will read another panel’s abstract.  
Your group will discuss this abstract and 
prepare questions to ask the panel.

Step #5 - Panel discussion 
Two panels get together to discuss the 
contents of each report.  Each team will ask 
the opposing panel questions about their 
research report.

Step #6 - Evaluation 
Your instructors will consider the following items when assigning each student a grade:

 Quality of the questions asked
 Panel discussion participation 
 Ability to answer questions
 Abstract 
 Teamwork 

It is possible that you will have the panel discussion in front of the class OR your panel 
discussion will be videotaped so that your instructor can watch it after the lesson. 
 
Part #3:  Resources 

Video 7

Source: Editage Insights (2015) - How to write an 
abstract: Some useful tips - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8pj3iMVRUx4

Notes:
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B.	Issues	in	Education	Project

Teachers	often	struggle	to	bring	a	communicative	approach	to	the	English	for	Academic	Purposes	(EAP)	classroom,	yet	

the	fundamental	goal	of	EAP	is	to	cultivate	in	students	the	communicative	skills	they	need	to	study	in	an	English	

language	environment.	This	poster	introduces	EAP	course	materials	designed	with	a	focus	on	problem-based	learning.

Background
The	course	aimed	to	develop	1st-year	students’	
academic	English	skills	in	preparation	for	short-term	
overseas	study	programs	and	English-content	classes.
Details:
• compulsory	course
• 1st-year	students	in	the	Department	of	British	and	

American	Studies
• two	90-minute	classes	per	week
• one-year	course	taught	in	4	quarters	of	15	classes	
• assessment	based	on	class	participation	and	

assignments

Course	Design
Designers	aimed	to	create	materials	that:
• incorporate	PBL-type	activities
• are	teacher- and	student	friendly
• represent	a	comprehensive	’ready-to-go’	course
• include	a	variety	of	activities	to	suit	different	

learning	styles
• use	both	individual	and	team	activities
• can	be	used	flexibly	depending	on	student	needs
• allow	students	to	access	materials	easily	using	

smartphones
• encourage	learner	autonomy
• incorporate	relevant	technology

Part #2: Read & Discuss
Instructions: Read the following introduction to the APA format and 
then look at the Writing Sample 2 below. How many formatting or 
structural problems can you find? Discuss your answers with a partner.

APA 6 Format
One of the most widely used formatting guides worldwide is the 
American Psychological Association (APA) publication manual. You will 
need to use version 6 of these guidelines in formatting written tasks for 
this course. See Table 1 for some basic guidelines. Read them carefully, 
and look at the model text below. Ask your teacher if you have any 
questions. Formatting will be graded in your written tasks.

Table 1

Alignment Left align your document, with a ragged right edge.
Indent a new paragraph with one tab (not space bar).

Font Use Times New Roman size 12.

Spacing Double space your writing (the space between rows, not 
between words).
Use one space after punctuation (period, comma).

Accuracy Check all spelling and grammar carefully.

Title Use capitals for the first letter of the first word and all words over 
four letters.

Length Follow your assigned word count carefully.

1 Poster Paragraph
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Part #3: Japanese Subculture Writing

Instructions: Write a paragraph about a Japanese subculture of your choice. Explain the 
characteristics of the group and try to make your paragraph interesting and informative. If you 
use any romaji words, be sure to explain them. You can refine the paragraph that you wrote for 
Unit 3b Part#4, or you can write about a different subculture. Be sure to read your classmates’ 
comments before you write your final draft to submit.  

Include:
● an introductory topic sentence
● information that explains and supports your topic sentence
● a concluding sentence
● a reference list

Your paragraph should be 300-400 words long. Use the American Psychological Association’s 
format. See How to Write a Good Paragraph below for hints.

Save your summary with a name that includes the course, task number, and your name
(Ex. AEA2WT3Fern.doc) and email it [or submit it] to your instructor before the deadline.

Your teachers will consider the following in grading your writing:
● contents (informative yet concise)
● structure (topic sentence, information and examples, concluding sentence, references)
● language accuracy (grammar, spelling)
● format (APA 6)

Your paragraph must be submitted by: __________________________

——————————————————————————————————————————

Resource:

Notes:

How to Write a Good Paragraph

Source: Quick writing tips (2015) - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cSUW-2R0lhA
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A.	Japanese	Culture	Project

Recommendations
• follow	a	simple,	consistent	format
• include	examples	where	possible
• use	QR	codes	for	online	materials	
• keep	track	of	sources	and	check	links	regularly
• include	simple	rubrics	to	show	how	assignments	will	be	graded
• provide	comprehensive	instructions	for	each	exercise	to	allow	for	completion	in	

class	or	at	home
• constantly	reflect	on	and	refine	materials	

A.	Japanese	Culture	Project

B.	Issues	in	Education	Project

1 2 3

4 5

6

Writing:	Short	Essay	on	Subculture Speaking:	Japanese	Culture	Video

Writing:	Research	Report Speaking:	Panel	Discussion

Students	responded	well	to	the	projects	and	displayed	obvious	progress	in	the	
quality	of	both	written	and	spoken	work	from	one	project	to	the	next.	This	section	
includes	samples	of	student	work	related	to	the	two	projects	outlined	in	part	4.


